             How to make fake coal loads for your hoppers or gondolas. Any scale. 


Safety Note; Be careful when using sharp instruments such as the carpet knife.

1. Prepare the surface, mainly clean the area of debris and to make some working space. Put down a towel or newspaper with a flat piece of wood. 

2. Gather your tools; 2 putty knives, carpet knife, 2”role of masking tape, bottle of water (1.75L), smooth file, Sculptamold, stryofoam ½” thick (See Pic#9).

3. Put a piece of styro foam down and press the top of the car into the Styrofoam firmly, so as to make a depression in the foam clearly outlining the top of the cars shape. (See pict#1,2)

4. Next make two long cuts using the knife on the inside depression marks on the styro foam. Using the flat piece of wood. Next make the two short cuts. Then carefully pull the rectangular piece of foam up and separate it from the backing.

5. Mark the styro foam to fit properly into the car. You can setup how low or high you want the load sit into the car at this time. A good ¼” to 3/8” gap between the foam and the top of the car works well and looks good. (See pic#3,4,5,6)

6. Put the 2” masking tape around the side of the foam and leave 3/8” above the foam. Make sure you have a good seal between the foam and the tape, so it does not leak. (See pic#7,8)

7. Prepare the mix of 2 parts (Amaco Scupltamold/31b#41821c) to one part water. Mix thoughly to get a good consistency. Use a large enough bowl to work with the mix. Do not mix up too much, just enough to work with in 10 minutes. (See   pic#10)

8.  Pour mix into the mold and make sure that you have good coverage across the entire mold. Use a putty knife or screwdriver to shape the mix. This is your chance to make it look good. Also make sure the sides are not bulging you just need to press it in. Check the tape that it is holding the mix correctly (See Pic#11, 12). 

9. Now you just need to put the mold on a paper in a warm place.  A 100-watt bulb shining on the mold will help and should be dried hard in 48 hours. 

10. Next is to paint the load. Remove the tape that was used to hold the mold while it dried. Then put some more tape over the styro foam to cover it completely. The only thing exposed should be the Scupltamold. Get some flat black spray paint and spay it on carefully in a well-ventilated area. This should take about 24 hours to dry completely. When completely dry remove masking tape and use in the car.
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